
tam i nated with Pseu do mo nas spe cies.84 The CDC re ported
Enterobacter cloacae blood stream in fec tions traced to con tam i -
nated hu man al bu min in two pa tients from two dif fer ent
states. This multistate out break was de tected be cause of
prompt re port ing and re sulted in a world wide re call of 5%,
20%, 25% al bu min, and other plasma de riv a tives. The epide -
miologic and lab o ra tory re sults seem to sug gest that cracks in
the glass were re spon si ble for the con tam i na tion.85

Bac te rial Con tam i na tion of Stem Cells

Pe riph eral blood stem cells are be ing used with in creas ing fre -
quency to pro vide hematologic re con sti tu tion. Some cen ters
have eval u ated the bac te rial con tam i na tion of stem cell har -
vests and found that the in ci dence of bac te rial con tam i na tion
be fore cryo pre ser va tion ranged from 0.23% to 0.65%86 in un -
treated stem cells.87 This in ci dence is lower than that re ported
for mar row har vest ing which has been re ported to be 2.1% im -
me di ately af ter col lec tion.88 Af ter cryo pre ser va tion pro ce -
dures, the bac te rial con tam i na tion rate may in crease by an
ad di tional 1%.88 In ves ti ga tors have sug gested that some of the
pos i tive cul tures seen af ter mar row and stem cell col lec tion
may be the re sult of ex og e nous con tam i na tion of blood cul ture 
bot tles. The or gan isms usu ally im pli cated in con tam i na tion of
stem cells and mar row prod ucts are skin flora in clud ing
coagulase-neg a tive staph y lo cocci and al pha hemolytic strep -
to cocci. Most stud ies sug gest that de spite care ful at ten tion to
the col lec tion and pro cess ing meth ods, bac te ria can be in tro -
duced be fore or dur ing ma nip u la tion as well as at thaw ing.
How ever, no ad verse clin i cal sequelae have been noted fol -
low ing in fu sion of con tam i nated prod ucts89,91 be cause most re -
cip i ents are re ceiv ing an ti bi otic ther apy.

Con clu sions

As dis cussed in this chap ter, bac te rial con tam i na tion of blood
com po nents has been and con tin ues to be a se ri ous and on go -
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Ap pen dix 3
Ap pen dix 3. Pres i dent’s Mes sage*

Our Voice at Work

In March 2003, AABB’s Board of Di rec tors ap proved the
22nd edi tion of Stan dards for Blood Banks and Trans fu sion
Ser vices. Over the years, the stan dards have in tro duced

many re quired ac tiv i ties—some more wel come than oth -
ers—but all aimed at im prov ing trans fu sion safety for pa -
tients. As a board and as an or ga ni za tion, we have re ceived ex -
ten sive feed back about many of these ini tia tives from you, the
mem bers. In the past cou ple of years, the most com mon la -
ment has been the in abil ity of the blood bank ing com mu nity to 
pri or i tize, by im por tance, threats to trans fu sion safety.

The new edition of Standards presents the transfusion and
blood banking community with a unique opportunity, that of
responding to an issue identified as one of the greatest threats
to transfusion safety. Unlike other challenges, the threat of
bacterial contamination has been an issue owned and high -
lighted by our own membership.

One year ago, the AABB Board asked two pres ti gious com -
mit tees, the Trans fu sion Trans mit ted Dis eases Com mit tee and 

Roger Y. Dodd, PhD

*From AABB News, May/June, 2003


