
AABB PRACTICE SNAPSHOTS 
Cryopreservation Practices I 

 
 

Q1: Please identify your facility type. 
Respondents: 81  
       

 
 
Q2: What type of freezing do you primarily perform? 
Respondents: 83  
Note: “other” was identified primarily as using a commercially available system 
(ie: Thermogenesis). 
 

 

Please identify your facility type.

16%
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Blood center 
Hospital based facility 
Contract manufacturer/Biotech
Cord Blood Bank 

What type of freezing do you primarily perform?

19%

80% 

1% 

Mechanical freezer (not 
programmable)
Programmable controlled rate
freezing
Other (please specify): 



Q3: For HPC, Marrow Products: What is your “target” final cell concentration in 
the frozen product (media, cryoprotectant and cells)? 
Respondents: 75 
 

 
 
 
 
Q4: For HPC, Apheresis Products (non-selected or non-enriched): What is your 
“target” final cell concentration in the frozen product (media, cryoprotectant and 
cells)? 
Respondents: 82  
 

 

For HPC, Marrow Products: What is your “target” final cell concentration in the
frozen product (media, cryoprotectant and cells)?
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5% 
1-20 x 10(6) / ml 

20-100 x 10(6) / ml

100-500 x 10(6) / ml

500-900 x 10(6) / ml

Any concentration is acceptable

HPC, Bone Marrow products are
not frozen in our facility 
Overlapping at least two ranges

For HPC, Apheresis Products (non-selected or non-enriched): What is your “target” 
final cell concentration in the frozen product (media, cryoprotectant and cells)?  
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1-20 x 10(6) / ml 

20-100 x 10(6) / ml

100-500 x 10(6) / ml

500-900 x 10(6) / ml

Any concentration is acceptable

HPC, Apheresis products of this
type are not frozen in our facility
Overlapping at least two ranges



Q5: For HPC, Apheresis Products (selected/enriched): What is your “target” final 
cell concentration in the frozen product (media, cryoprotectant and cells)? 
Respondents: 72  
 

 
 
 
Q6: For HPC, Cord Blood Products: What is your “target” final cell concentration 
in the frozen product (media, cryoprotectant and cells)? 
Respondents: 69 
 

 
 
 
 

For HPC, Apheresis Products (selected/enriched): What is your “target” final  
cell concentration in the frozen product (media, cryoprotectant and cells)?

15%

6%

8%

19%

46% 

6% 1-10 x 10(6) / ml 

10-20 x 10(6) / ml 

> 20 x 10(6) / ml 

Any concentration is acceptable

HPC, Apheresis products of this
type are not frozen in our facility

Overlapping at least two ranges

For HPC, Cord Blood Products: What is your “target” final cell concentration in 
the frozen product (media, cryoprotectant and cells)?

3% 6%
3%

4%

9%

74% 

1% 

1-20 x 10(6) / ml

20-100 x 10(6) / ml

100-500 x 10(6) / ml

500-900 x 10(6) / ml

Any concentration is 
acceptable
HPC, Cord Blood products are
not frozen in our facility
Overlapping at least two 
ranges



Q7: Which of the following are chilled prior to use? (check all that apply) 
Respondents: 79  
 
Combination Details and Breakdown 

Which of the following are chilled prior to use? 
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Key:  
PFC: Programmable freezer chamber 
CF: Cryoprotectant formulation 
CA: Cassettes 
FP: Freeze plates 
FB: Freezer bag (write in) 
 
 
 



Q8: Are the cells chilled (either refrigerated or on ice) before the cryoprotectant is 
added? 
Respondents: 79 
 
 

 
 
 
Q9: Are the cells on ice as the cryoprotectant is added? 
Respondents: 78 
 

 

Are the cells chilled (either refrigerated or on ice) before the 
cryoprotectant is added? 

58%

42% 
Yes No

Are the cells on ice as the cryoprotectant is added? 

47%
53% Yes No
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