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PREFACE 
 
These Guidelines for Mass Fatality DNA Identification Operations were prepared by a working group of subject matter 
experts for the AABB Relationship Testing Standards Program Unit with input from other members of relevant disciplines 
and organizations. The goal of this working group was to present an overview of the different factors involved in a mass 
fatality DNA identification operational response. This is an attempt to comprehensively address all of the many complex 
issues together to provide guidance to those involved in such a situation.  
 
This document is designed to be overarching and applicable to decision makers as well as laboratory managers and 
scientists in planning and implementing mass fatality response DNA identification operations. It must be emphasized that 
this document provides guidance, and does not set standards. The guidance is based on lessons learned from previous mass 
fatality DNA identification operations. 
 
We appreciate the contributions of the authors and the thoughtful input from numerous reviewers. Readers are 
encouraged to submit constructive comments for planned updates of the document by sending feedback to 
publications@aabb.org. 

George Riley, PhD 
Amanda Sozer, PhD 
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