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—————— A Look at Maternal Health in Resource-Limited
Countries

The BLOODSAFE Program in Kenya Tackles
Blood Shortage Risks

Filmmaker’s Documentary Spotlights Nigeria’s
Maternal Mortality Crisis
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The 2025 AABB Annual Meeting is an ideal opportunity to showcase
your research! This year, the AABB Annual Meeting will provide many
opportunities to shine and be recognized, including:

Oral abstract presentations

In-Person poster tours

Spotlight sessions with top researchers in the field
Top posters

Abstract awards

Help advance the field by sharing your research with blood and
biotherapies professionals from throughout the world, extending the

impact well beyond the meeting.

aabb.org/annual-meeting
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President’s
Message

Advancing Global Health

elcome to our first fully digital

edition of AABB News! As

an AABB member, you have
complete accessto the AABB News
archives, which willbe updated with a
newissue everymonth. As always, AABB
Newsis thebest place for news about the
blood and biotherapies field, compris-
ingnews, feature stories and exclusive
contenton criticalissues affecting the
field—all atyour fingertips. In addition,
we are excited aboutlaunchingan on-
line platform to expand our storytelling
capabilities, engage our members and
enhance ourreaders’ experience. This
new chapter for AABB Newswill con-
tribute to environmental sustainabil-
itywhileimproving accessibility and
convenience for our members.

Improving Care Worldwide
Thisissue of AABB Newsfocuses
on addressingblood needs around the
world—a cause thatis close tomyheart.
Ibecameactivelyinvolved in global
health outreach in the field more than
15yearsago. During my firstvisit to
Africaas an MPH student, Iwas exposed
tothe multidimensional crises related
tolack ofblood; from maternal health
crisis due to obstetricalhemorrhage, to
children with severe anemia, patients
with cancer and those with traumatic
injuries. Since then, I've partnered with
colleaguesand blood expertsinthe
field of transfusion medicine to develop
sustainable blood transfusion systems
and eliminate blood deserts in low- and
middle-income countries (LMICs).
AABBis committed to improving
lives by making transfusion medicine
and biotherapies safe, available and
effective worldwide. We appreciate the
efforts of blood and biotherapies pro-
fessionals to expand access to care and

Meghan Delaney,
DO, MPH

ensure that more people canreceive
lifesaving transfusions.
Thefirstfeaturein thisissue ad-
dresses maternal mortalityratesin
LMICs and discusses viable solutions to
expand access to blood transfusions for
expectantmothers. The second feature
highlights the BLOODSAFE program
inKenyaandits efforts to evaluate the
gapsin the availability of safe blood
for patients with severe anemia and
hemorrhagic conditions. In addition,
thisissue features a Q&A with filmmak-
erJon Kasbe, where he discusses his
documentary Blood Riderthat describes
blood delivery on motorcycles and the
blood shortage crisis in Nigeria.
AABB’smission is to make transfu-
sion medicine and biotherapies safe,
available and effective worldwide.
Whilewe are focusingon advancing
global healthin thisissue of AABB
News, thisis a priority for our associ-
ation every day of the year. Expect to
read more about AABB’s global efforts
and our worldwide communityinthe
coming months.

Meghan Delaney, DO, MPH
AABB President
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AABB Foundation:
Shaping the Industry

AABB Foundation President Discusses the
Future of Medicine

By Kendra Y. Applewhite, MFA
Managing Editor

Richard Schéfer, MD, FRSB

ichard Schifer, MD,
R FRSB, is a professor

and the medical
director of transfusion
medicine at the Institute for
Transfusion Medicine and
Gene Therapy of the Medical
Center of the University of
Freiburg. He was previously
appointed as an assistant
professor of transfusion
medicine at Goethe Univer-
sityin Frankfurtam Main,
Germany. Heis alsoamem-
ber of the Center for Stem
Cell Biology and Regenera-
tive Medicine at the Univer-
sity of Maryland School of

Medicinein Baltimore, and he was elected as Fellow of
the Royal Society of Biology.

Schifer’sresearchis driven by questions of basic
and translational science. He has authored more
than 100 peer-reviewed publications in the fields
of stem cell biology, clinical cellular therapies and
transfusion medicine. Heis an associate editor of the
Journal of Translational Medicine, and an editorial
advisor for BMC Medicine. He also serves on the edi-
torial boards of several otherinternational peer-re-
viewed journals. In addition to his scientific work, he
hasastronginterestin teachingandin developing

novel teaching formats.

Schiferhasbeen active in AABB for many years;
heis currently serving asvice president of the AABB
Board of Directors, as member of the Standards,
Accreditation and Regulatory Council, and as AABB-
ISCT Human Platelet Lysate Joint Working Group
co-leader. He has also served as the secretary of
AABB’s Cellular Therapies Section Coordinating
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Committee (CTSCC), the CTSCCliaison to the Annual
Meeting Education Committee, and as co-leader of
the Novel Therapies and Cellular Therapies Product
Development Subsection.

Hehasbeen activelyinvolved in planning for
AABB’s annual meetings, including pre-meeting
workshops, sessions and committee meetings. He
isalsomember of the International Society of Blood
Transfusion, the International Society of Cellular
Therapy, the German Society of Transfusion Medicine
and Immunohematology, and the German Stem Cell
Network.

Schifer spoke with AABB Newsabouthis career
path, the future of transfusion medicine and his ded-
ication to supporting ongoingresearch and the AABB
Foundation.

The Journey

What inspired you to pursue a career in transfusion
medicine and biotherapies?

I'matrainedinternist, and during my clinical

work, I encountered several interesting cases that
intersected with transfusion medicine. This exposure
helped me to see the clinical relevance of transfusion
medicine, aswell as the significant opportunities
regardingresearch. This truly intrigued me, and after
finishing myinternal medicine training, I switched
gears and pursued the field of transfusion medicine,
whichThave neverregretted. This field offers a broad
variability of topics, as well as the opportunity to
conductresearch. Transfusion medicine training can
varyin different countries. In Germany, for example,
wehave a clinical specialization for transfusion
medicine. Whatremains consistent is that
transfusion medicineisa critical interface between
multiple clinical disciplines. In modern medicine, it
israre for transfusion medicine notto beinvolved in
patient care somehow.



, Expanding Blood

Accessibility for

regnant Women

in Resource-
Limited Countries

By Kendra Y. Applewhite, MFA
Managing Editor

of Bungoma County, Kenya, first witnessed the

devastating consequences of blood shortages
during childbirth when she was visiting the referral
hospitalin Bungoma, aborder town. Thatevening, a
womanarrived in an ambulance. After the medical
teamrushed her to the operatingroom, Wangamati
noticed thedriver cleaning up a copious amount of
blood pooled on the ambulance floor.

Moments later, the staffannounced the patient
had died. Wangamatiheard the cryofanewborn, and
everything clicked when she sawamember of the
medical team cradlinganinfantinherarms.

“Ididn’tknow anythingabout the patient up until
thatpoint. Butin that moment, Irealized the patient

c aroline Wesonga Wangamati, MSc, MA, BCom,
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who died was the mother of the newborn child who
would never know her mother. The referralhad come
toolate,” sherecalled. “That was the dayIbecame
aware of the severity of postpartum hemorrhage
[PPH]. For along time, Iwas blissfully unaware of the
blood challenges.”

Although thattragic and preventable death
occurred adecade ago, the same challenges of blood
transfusions for PPH still plague Uganda, Kenya and
many other countries today.

“Thefactremains that PPH continues to be the
leading cause of maternal mortality worldwide.
Nearly 90% of these deaths occur in Southern Asia
and Africa,” stated Wangamati. “My counterparts
in Ugandaface similar challenges regarding access



