
DAY 0 = DAY OF COLLECTION

DAY 1

DAY 2

DAY 3

DAY 4

DAY 5

DAY 6

DAY 7

LVDS ≥48 HR
12 hr Incubation 

TRANSFUSE

7-DAY EXP**
Only apheresis 
platelets stored 

in plasma

LVDS ≥36 HR
12 hr Incubation

TRANSFUSE

5-DAY EXP
Ext w/ 2-step 

strategy

PRIMARY 
CULTURE ≥24 HR

12 hr Incubation

TRANSFUSE

until midnight 
of day 3*

MUST GO TO 
STEP  2 

TESTING TO 
TRANSFUSE 
AFTER DAY 3

RAPID TEST for day 6 exp**
Only apheresis platelets 

stored in plasma 

RAPID TEST for day 7 exp**
Only apheresis platelets 

stored in plasma

STEP 2 – 
CULTURE ≥DAY 4

12 hr Incubation

TRANSFUSE

7-DAY EXP**
Only apheresis 
platelets stored 

in plasma

STEP 1 – 
LVDS ≥36 HR
12 hr Incubation

TRANSFUSE

5-DAY EXP
Ext to day 6 & 7 

STEP 2 – 
RAPID TEST
w/ day 6 exp**

RAPID TEST
w/ day 7 exp**

STEP 1 – 
PRIMARY 

CULTURE ≥24
12 hr Incubation

TRANSFUSE

until midnight 
of day 3 only*

STEP 2 – 
RAPID TEST 
for day 4 exp

RAPID TEST 
for day 5 exp

Ext to day 6 & 7

STEP 1 –
PRIMARY 

CULTURE ≥24 HR
12 hr Incubation

TRANSFUSE

until midnight 
of day 3 only*

STEP 2 – 
CULTURE ≥DAY 3 
establish minimum 
incubation period

TRANSFUSE

5-DAY EXP
Ext to day 6 & 7

STEP 1 – 
PRIMARY 

CULTURE ≥24 HR
12 hr Incubation

TRANSFUSE

until midnight 
of day 3 only*

STEP 2 – 
CULTURE ≥DAY 4 
w/ 12 hr Incubation

TRANSFUSE

7-DAY EXP**
Only apheresis 
platelets stored 

in plasma

SINGLE-STEP STRATEGIES TWO-STEP STRATEGIES

TESTING STRATEGY TIMELINES AND EXPIRATION DATE FOR APHERESIS PLATELETS

LVDS: Large Volume Delayed Sample | * Must use secondary testing after day 3  |  ** Requires use of safety measure, 7-day storage container, only apheresis stored in plasma   06/02/21




